By TeERRY O'KEEFE

Public Opinion Staff Writer

A few short months after they
were started up, ethanol gasoiine
biender pumps in Watertown
have becn shut off,

While gasoline with 10 percent
ethanel is connmoen at gas sta-
tions and eomvenience stores
across the country and 85 per-
cent ethanol, E85, is becoming
more and more commmon, pumps
were imstalled at Sioux Valley Co-
op i Watertown last summer
that let drivers pump gasoline
Wended with 20 or 30 percent
ethanol.

Cruy Freoch, genersd nutoager
at Sivis Villey Co-op, said Friday
the Cenex C-Store on Highway
2L woukd no Inhger ofter the 20

and 30-percent blends that came
with the installation of the new
pumps this past suminer,

The higher blends of ethanol
gas were pulled over concerns
the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) will Issue a ruling
they do not conform to Clean Air
Act requirements for burning
gasoline in vehicles that are not
designed to run the purer ver-
sions of ethanol.

An official ruling could come
this weelk.

“We just decided with every-
thing we'd been told about it we
should just suspend sales,”
French said Friday atternoon.
“We're Just Brying to sert this ail
out.”

French sald his fuel supplier
ralsed the question of possible
problems o couple of weeks ago.

“The issue seems to be that
EPA and auto maaufacturers
don’t recognize those other
blends as acceptable for motor
vehicle use,” French said, “If
that is the case, we'll have to dis-
continue offering those blends
until new regulations come out.”

Duwna Leitzke, executive
director of the 5.1. Petroleum
Marketers Assovintion, said she
has been communieating with
EPA over the issue and has sub-
mitted a formal request for o cul-
ing.

"I expect to hear possibly us
soon as (this) week,” Lebtzke seid
Friday

Price: 50 cents

© She said she is contident EPA
will find in fiavor of using the 20-

. and 30-percent blends,

Newer vehicles designed to
burn higher grade ethanol at 85
percent, or tlex-fuel vehicles,
have no problem with any of the
other blends as well. The ques-
tiony arise when vehicles that
are not of that design run on gas
with more than a 10-percent
blend of ethanol.

“They vt (the higher blendy)
heen reak popular.” French saiid,
“People huwe liked the blender
pumps. They've customer friend-
Iy uger friendly

“Pyve had no complaiuts about
(the blendsy

French said the blender pumps
that also offer E85 are afl marked

for use in tlex-fuel vehicles, but
others are using the blends as
weill and sotne use what is known
its “splash” blending to mix
sthanol and regular gasoline up
to half-and-hadf

“We know people without flex-
fuel vehicles are adso using it,” he
said. “And people also mix their
own without the blender jenps.”

That wilt likely continue, but
until EPA issues a formal ruding,
the blender pumps will not be
available  to  drivers in
Watertown,

“We just thought it was in our
hest interest.” French sald.
“Hopeiudly, thines wili stradghten
ot amd we i offer those blends
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